
 

 

 

1. The sponsoring representative’s first name: 

Gina 

 

2. The sponsoring representative’s last name: 

Johnsen 

 

3. The cosponsoring representatives’ names. All cosponsors must be listed. If none, please 

type ‘n/a.’ A signed letter from the sponsor approving the co-sponsorship and a signed 

letter from the member wishing to co-sponsor are required. Attach letters at question #9 

below. 

n/a 

 

4. Name of the entity that the spending item is intended for: 

Barry County Road Commission 

 

5. Physical address of the entity that the spending item is intended for: 

1725 W M-43 Hwy, Hastings, MI 49058 

 

6. If there is not a specific recipient, the intended location of the project or activity: 

n/a 

 

7. Name of the representative and the district number where the legislatively directed 

spending item is located: 

Gina Johnsen, 78th House District 

 

8. Purpose of the legislatively directed spending item. Please include how it provides a 

public benefit and why it is an appropriate use of taxpayer funding. Please also 

demonstrate that the item does not violate Article IV, S 30 of the Michigan Constitution. 

The purpose of this legislatively directed spending item is to support the removal and 

replacement of an outdated and undersized road and river crossing on Brown Road over 

the Little Thornapple River, located along the section line between Sections 4 and 9 in 

Woodland Township, Barry County, Michigan. The existing structure consists of 

deteriorating culverts that are no longer adequate for current hydrological conditions, 

leading to frequent flooding, roadway instability, and environmental degradation along 

the river corridor. 
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This project will provide a substantial public benefit by improving public safety through 

the construction of a properly engineered bridge structure that ensures safe and reliable 

travel for the motoring public. Additionally, it will significantly enhance the watercourse 

by allowing natural flow restoration, which supports local ecological health and mitigates 

further environmental damage. 

 

This proposed spending item would be an appropriate use of taxpayer dollars, as the 

appropriation is dedicated entirely to a publicly owned infrastructure project that serves a 

legitimate governmental function. The replacement of the deteriorating and undersized 

culverts with a bridge will enhance public safety, support reliable transportation, and 

improve environmental conditions along the Little Thornapple River. As such, this 

appropriation fully complies with Article IV, Section 30 of the Michigan Constitution, as 

it is exclusively for a public purpose and does not confer any private benefit. 

 

9. Attach documents here if needed: 

Attachments added to the end of this file. 

 

10. The amount of state funding requested for the legislatively directed spending item. 

2537600 

 

11. Has the legislatively directed spending item previously received any of the following types 

of funding? Check all that apply. 

["None"] 

  

12. Please select one of the following groups that describes the entity requesting the 

legislatively directed spending item: 

Local unit government 

 

13. For a non-profit organization, has the organization been operating within Michigan for the 

preceding 36 months? 

Not applicable 

 

14. For a non-profit organization, has the entity had a physical office within Michigan for the 

preceding 12 months? 

Not applicable 

 

15. For a non-profit organization, does the organization have a board of directors? 

Not applicable 

 

16. For a non-profit organization, list all the active members on the organization’s board of 

directors and any other officers. If this question is not applicable, please type ‘n/a.’ 

n/a 

 



17. “I certify that neither the sponsoring representative nor the sponsoring representative's 

staff or immediate family has a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the legislatively 

directed spending item.” 

Yes, this is correct 

 

18. Anticipated start and end dates for the legislatively directed spending item: 

Construction would begin in the Spring of 2026 and be completed by the Fall of 2026 

depending on when funding was granted. 

 

19. “I hereby certify that all information provided in this request is true and accurate.” 

Yes 
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